Barrie Preston Casey
January 26, 1941 - April 4, 2020

Barrie “Preston” Casey Obituary
Preston Casey passed away on Saturday April 4th, 2020. He was 79 years old.
Barrie Preston Casey was born on January 26th, 1941 in Pryor, Oklahoma to Roy “Bill”
and Vena Casey. He attended Harmony Star schools until the 8th grade, then attended
Sequoyah High School, where he graduated. After high school, he went to work driving
trucks. He spent his spare time riding bulls in the rodeo. In 1963 he was drafted to the
Vietnam War, where he served one tour as a helicopter gunner in the 1st Calvary.
When he came back from the war in 1965, he went to work as a driller for Peabody Coal
Company. He married Norma Jo Chambers on March 10th, 1967, where they lived in
Claremore. From 1985 - 1992, he and Norma helped manage Keetonville Grocery. He
started Casey Drilling in 1992, where he drilled water and geothermal wells. In 2002, his
son, David, joined the company as a partner and they operated the company until 2008.
He thought he was going to retire at that time, but instead, went to Pheonix Coal Company
to get their drilling operation started. Preston officially retired in 2011. In his spare time, he
enjoyed quail hunting and fishing. He was an active member of Trinity Baptist Church in
Claremore for many years. He and Norma never hesitated to open their home for anyone,
giving them a homecooked meal and a place to stay. Over the years, they helped raise
many children along with their 3 children, Shelly, David, and
Tina.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Bill and Vena, his sisters, Dale Dikeman and
Sandy Gassaway, and a son, Barrie Anthony.
Survivors include his daughter Shelly Willhoite and husband Steve of Claremore; son
David Casey and wife Heather of Claremore; daughter Tina Abicca and husband Frank of
Freeport, Florida; Esther and Travis Henson of Claremore; grandchildren Abby and Tessa
Casey, and Josie and Maddie Abicca; brother Gary Casey of Claremore; and many
nieces, nephews, and cousins.
Memorials may be made to the Rogers County Food Bank.

Services will be scheduled and held once the Corona Virus Restrictions have been lifted.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

MMS-Payne Funeral Service and Crematory - April 08 at 04:00 PM

“
“
“

Condolences to the Casey Family. Preston was a great guy, sorry for your loss.
cary froman - April 08 at 08:15 PM

Such a beautiful tribute to Mr Casey
Jamie Counterman - April 08 at 08:56 PM

Uncle Preston you will be missed, but the love you shared with your family will live on!!
Shelly, Tina and David my thoughts and prayers are with you and your families.
Kit - April 08 at 09:09 PM

“

Sorry for your loss sending prayers for you guys Shelly,Tina ,David, Norma ,and
GaryHe will be miss

Barbara Walker - April 09 at 07:02 PM

“

Preston, Claus made many a remarks about you when you both worked at Peabody
coal co... He would say, you were a good boss and a kind Man... Going to Trinity
Baptist Church together was so rewarding, You always had that look on your face
just like this picture .... I alway felt you were a strong Man.. and a kind man... Your
family and ours were a lot more alike than we all knew... the love of and for your
children are the same as we were... You and Norma had a strong impact on our lives
when we were young... We all were for sure a big Family at Trinity... Shelly was a
good friend to Terry & Tammy... they were closer in age.... Go Rest High on that
Mountain Preston... I know God has something very special for you to do... You were
a very special Man.....

Susie Maytum - April 09 at 11:23 AM

“

Susie thank you for sharing those days at Trinity was some of the happiest days of our lives
Preston loved the Lord and loved his church
Norma - April 09 at 12:07 PM

“

What a man. I haven’t seen Preston in several years, but l always considered him a good
friend. We shared many good meals together, especially fried mushrooms in the spring. So
sorry to hear of his passing. We also attended church together. Pulled a few pranks on our
pastor, Rev. Galen Lassiter. Go rest high my brother.
Arlan Walters - April 09 at 01:41 PM

“

Where do I start. You always made me feel welcome regardless of who I was with
and what time of day it was when I knocked on your door. I met you through your son
David and I’m sure I wore out my welcome but I’d of never known. You were a huge
impact on my life at a very crucial time of figuring out which path I wanted to take.
We all knew you were a hard worker and you were able to see the good in a kid no
matter what. You never judged just always had an open door with an open place to
eat. I pray for you and your family and I know you are already where we all want to
be when our time comes. Although you never wanted to be recognized please know,
you made a big impact on many kids from Claremore back in the day.

Mike Harner - April 08 at 10:50 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Barrie Preston Casey.

April 08 at 09:43 PM

“

Kit Kelley lit a candle in memory of Barrie Preston Casey

Kit Kelley - April 08 at 09:09 PM

“

Preston was a kind soul and so great to all that came into his home. Your home
always had an open door. Thanks for giving my kids such a safe and wonderful place
to visit. RIP

Karen Guilliams - April 08 at 08:49 PM

“

Rest high on the mountain Preston! Shelli, David, Tina and family, your in my
thoughts and prayers for peace & comfort.

Mary Kelley - April 08 at 07:45 PM

“

Preston we made a beautiful home and beautiful children who loves and loved you
very much thank you for the good times and thank you for loving my Mom and Dad
who never needed anything thanks to you they loved you and so did I

Norma Casey - April 08 at 07:01 PM

“

Preston we made a beautiful home and beautiful children who love and loved you so
much thank you for the good times thank you for loving my Mom and Dad who never
needed anything thanks to you. They loved you and so did I

Norma Casey - April 08 at 06:25 PM

