Elizabeth "Libi" Jane Pace-Upshaw
April 26, 1960 - March 21, 2020

Elizabeth “Libi” Jane Upshaw died on March 21, 2020 in the arms of her daughter, Mallory,
and surrounded by loved ones at St. John Hospital in Tulsa. On that day in the ER, she
was delighted by pictures of her freshly groomed “kids” (pomeranians), sneakily ate candy
that the nurses said she couldn’t have, and fussed and giggled over her husband, Steve,
watering the plants and doing the laundry at home. Just weeks before, her dad visited in a
dream and asked her to come home to him in heaven, where she is with him
now. Although she’s physically gone, she is watching over us all— most especially our
hair. Don't you dare think about going to Supercuts for your next trim!
Libi loved reading hard copy books, playing piano, snuggling her pomeranians, growing
plants, drinking coffee (even at bedtime), collecting glass shoes, daily phone calls with her
daughter, relaxing on the back porch with her husband and most of all, cutting hair. When
it came to hair styling, Libi was one of the best in the business for over 40 years. To say
she loved what she did would be an understatement. Even when she was very ill, she
never gave up hope that she would get back to her shop and to her people. She made a
living doing hair but she truly made a life of loving and caring for each of her clients.
Libi is survived by her husband, Steve Upshaw; her daughter, Mallory Cantrell and
husband Gabe; her step-children Stephanie Upshaw, Stevie Upshaw, Shelby Upshaw,
Stacia Upshaw and Dennis Holcomb; mother, Nancy Baker; sisters, Lori Welte and Tracy
Babcock and husband Terry; her grandchildren, Corban, Elissa, Ella and Emmie and her
pomeranians, Drake and Rudy.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you consider a donation to Locks of Love. Through
the years, Libi enjoyed helping numerous clients cut their locks for donations. The day she
learned that she would lose her hair while receiving chemotherapy is the only time she
was shaken by her cancer diagnosis. Her bravery and strength were only superseded by
her kind heart and giving nature. She would love knowing that a child in need of a wig was
helped in her memory.
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Comments

“

Mallory,
It was such a joy knowing and loving your mom. Most of all she was so proud of her
sweet little "Mal". We love you and wish you sweet peace. May the Lord's
consolation rest upon you and yours during this season of loss and grief. Sherry and
Beulah

Sherry Wells Wright - October 31 at 01:41 AM

“

My Dearest Friend, Libi
As I share this post with you posthumously, I have just discovered you have taken
leave from us and moved to your awesome new home. I sense you are living next
door to one of your best friends, my Papa-Buster. He, who had the privilege of
performing your wedding ceremony. You loved cutting and styling his beautiful silver
do. I know you loved your visits as much, if not more, than doing his hair. You always
did a fantastic job and it never looked prettier than when he came to see you. Maybe
you are fishing with your #1 Dad or maybe you're playing the piano while joined in by
a fiddle or guitar with dad #2. I know I told you how much I so appreciated the
wonderful job you did with my coif for wedding and bridal portraits. You always did a
great job for Mom also. You were a very dear friend, but most of all, a precious sister,
always supportive and understanding with an added hug. We love you with all our
hearts! Beulah and Sherry Wells.

Sherry Wells Wright - October 31 at 01:21 AM

“

Pam Fegley is following this tribute.

Pam Fegley - April 25 at 12:41 PM

“

Libi has been my hair stylist for 20 years. She also was for my daughter, Cynthia,
and granddaughter, Abigail, whom we lost suddenly in Oct. Her support of our family
and prayers for us were felt every day.
She was also my friend and confidant. She saw me through many of life's joys and
sorrows. Our love of books and reading created a bond we loved to share. Her love
of her "Poms" was also a love we both shared; pets and our families. My heart is so
broken by her loss. Friends are so hard to find and cherish and she was one of mine.
She loved her family and friends and was a support for all of us.
Blessings and prayers to the family she left behind, but her grace, friendship and
strength will remain with all of us who loved her.

Darlene Hassler - April 15 at 03:23 PM

“

Nancy, Tracy and Lori.. I was saddened to hear of Libis losing her battle... My
sympathy and prayers are with you all God's Blessings

dee ewoldt - April 05 at 03:45 PM

“

Libi was such a delightful person to be around. She kept us laughing all the time. I
loved her laugh cause it made us laugh harder. Kyla, Jude, Lib, and I went to Eureka
Springs last October and had a wonderful time. Little did we know it would be our
last. Lib is forever in our hearts and prayers. We loved her and know she is looking
down on us laughing!

Patsy Wrona - March 27 at 08:05 PM

“

Libi was a true blessing to my family. She will be missed.

Steven Upshaw - March 25 at 03:23 PM

“

I'll never forget her cutting my long hair, she was almost afraid to go too short, she
would say to me, "try this for a couple days and if you want more taken off I'll take
more off" we both giggled and had a lot of laughs over my hair, her laugh was
contagious! Rest in peace Libi.
Lowell & Rhonda Lanhart.

Rhonda Lanart - March 25 at 12:50 AM

“

She did the same with me. She had such a love and passion for what she did. And always
wanted to make people happy.
Maria - March 26 at 05:07 AM

“

Libi was someone everyone could aspire to be like. Unselfishness beyond belief. She filled
a room with her contagious laugher and will be forever loved and missed by every life she
touched.
Kyla - March 31 at 12:09 PM

“

I am so glad I met Libby. She loved her dad so much. She was a devoted daughter
even when others said he didn’t know who she was. She said, “But I know who he
is.” She cherished her time with her dad. I believe he knew she was important to him
even if he could call her by name. I know Libby and Bill rejoiced in heaven when they
were reunited. Rest In Peace sweet Libby! I’m so glad our paths crossed.

Stephani Freeman - March 24 at 09:22 PM

“

I've known Libi for about 20 years; met her shortly after moving to Claremore. She
was my preferred hairstylist. We always laughed especially when she would forget I
comb my hair to the right. I will miss Libi, not just for cutting my hair, but for the
special, caring person she was. Love you Libi. Rhonda Bennett

Rhonda Bennett - March 23 at 05:08 PM

“

I met Libi in 1980 in 1982 she was a bridesmaid for me. We got busy with our lives and
didn’t stay completely in contact. She was a beautiful person in and out! I’m so sorry this
was the outcome but I know she loved the Lord and is in his arms. Happy for you sad for
those left behind! I’ll see you later my friend
Cathy Bunn - March 23 at 10:56 PM

“

Libi was a dear friend in high school-she sure was a lot of fun. Her laugh was contagious!
Hugs to Nancy, Lori and Tracy.
Julie Hodtwalker Blanke
Julie Hodtwalker Blanke - April 05 at 03:43 PM

“

lIBBI Had the most positive attitude of anyone I have ever known She always believed that
regardless of the circumstances n in the end everything was going to be O K and if things
were not O K then it was not the end. I wish we all could be that positive. God be with you
Libbi May he make his face shine on you and give you and your family [peace. .Just as you
believed things are O K because of your wonderful attitude. .
Dale Rusk - June 11 at 06:35 PM

