James Franklin York
December 4, 1926 - January 24, 2020

James was born on December 4th, 1926 to William and Dora York in Chelsea, Oklahoma,
which is where he grew up. He was active in the local boy scout troupe and had a paper
route in town. James graduated from Chelsea High School in 1945 and was drafted into
the U.S. Army soon after. After the Japanese surrendered, he was given the opportunity to
re-enlist in the Army Air Force as an airplane mechanic. As a propeller specialist, he was
transferred to Wiesbaden, Germany. While on a short-term special assignment in Athens,
Greece, he met the love of his life, Esther Boumi. After he was discharged from the Army
Air Force, they were married in New York on October 1st, 1948. They then settled on his
parents’ farm in Chelsea. His parents were living in company housing in Osage,
Oklahoma and the farm hadn’t been worked for a couple of years. James and Esther
cleared the fields, fixed the old house, and started a dairy. After a few years working the
dairy and with money from James working at Douglas in Tulsa, they had enough money in
1954 to buy a farm outside of Skiatook. They continued the dairy at Skiatook until they
were wiped out by a flood in 1959. After that, they only had beef cattle. James was laid off
from Douglas after the flood so Esther worked at a pipeline company in Tulsa until James
was hired on at American Airlines in 1962. James worked at American for 26 years until
he retired in 1989.
In 1976, the Army Corp of Engineers bought the Skiatook farm as it would be part of
Skiatook Lake. James and Esther bought their next farm at Oologah where they lived until
James went into Sterling House in Claremore in 2013.
In his spare time, James worked the farm. He loved cutting wood, feeding cows, bailing
hay and working with his bulldozer. After his retirement from American Airlines, he took up
flying and he soloed successfully at Airman Acres.
James is preceded in death by his parents, William and Dora York; wife, Esther and
siblings William, Clark and Roger York, Tina Jones and Pat McDevitt.
Survivors include his daughter, Petrina York and husband Robert Swain, Jr of Nashville,
TN; son, James B York and wife Cinda of Derby, KS; grandsons, Brandon and Nathan
York; brother Martin York, and Violet Cauthon.
View and sign James’ online memorial at http://www.mmsfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of James Franklin York.

January 30, 2020 at 08:57 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of James Franklin York.

January 29, 2020 at 05:28 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of James Franklin York.

January 28, 2020 at 11:47 PM

“

James was a book of stories from his youth in Chelsea, working as a young boy
delivering newspapers and working as a hand on neighbor farms to his life on the
wheat harvest, oilfields and World War II. It was then in his life that his stories began
putting a bit of a gleam in his eye, because that was when her found his sweet
Esther... Starting with nothing but two hearts full of love and some dreams, they
began their dairy business which found them west of Skiatook, Oklahoma, a place
they could call theirs. Some of the finest Holstein cattle you could find and they were
proud of everyone of them. James' story continued as he worked for American
Airlines to provide for a family he and Esther had begun. Petrina, loves the memories
of their home in Skiatook and though I never got to see it before the lake took it, I feel
like I lived there with her through her stories. After the big flood of Skiatook and the
loss of their herd, James moved the family to Oologah along with the house, as
James, I believe, kept the first pair of shoes he ever owned. If you ever visited the
Yorks, James would give you the tour of his memories, carefully stored away in the
barns on his and Esther's place. They say a good man has eternal life and I hope
that is true, but for sure, James York will live forever, through his stories in the minds
and hearts of every person lucky enough to have met him... I'm thinking Esther would
have wanted him to join her sooner, but James had just one more story to share
before he left this old world...

Robert Swain - January 27, 2020 at 02:36 PM

“

Andreas and Eleni Papamichael purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of James
Franklin York.

Andreas and Eleni Papamichael - January 27, 2020 at 10:38 AM

“

17 files added to the album Memories Album

Jim York - January 26, 2020 at 06:39 PM

“

James always smiled he loved his wife,daughter, and son. He was very creative and
remembered names from Sterling House of our wonderful staff. Rest In Peace and
now you are with your beloved wife

wanda inman - January 26, 2020 at 05:21 PM

“

Truly amazing man. Tall, soft spoken, kind, hardworking.. served his country
I don’t ever remember him without a smile on his face. Always laughing and cracking
jokes.
I have so many fond memories and I feel honored and blessed to have known him!
May his Memory be Eternal
Eonia E Mnime

Mary Kondos - January 25, 2020 at 07:54 PM

