Lynelle Burrows
December 6, 1952 - January 29, 2021

NANCY LYNELLE WHEELER BURROWS
Dr. Nancy Lynelle Wheeler Burrows, 68. of Tulsa, OK was a retired educator, school
administrator, and former professor. Lynelle was born on December 6, 1952 and entered
her Heavenly Father’s arms on January 29, 2021 following a two-year battle with multiple
myeloma.
Lynelle is survived by her two wonderful daughters and their spouses: Kara Cooke and
husband, Kris and Kory Coots and husband, Jerrad, as well as the loves of her life, her
granddaughters: Kohen Perry Coots and Vanna Lynelle Coots all of Claremore. She is
also survived by her brother Richard Wheeler of Raleigh, North Carolina, his wife Jade,
and family; her sister, Jo Lynne Spencer of Broken Arrow and her family; David Burrows of
Claremore, her former husband; aunts, Janie Hensley and family, Charlotte Thomas and
family, and Nancy Wheeler all of Sallisaw; Myrna Dorsey and family of Verdigris. She was
preceded in death by her father, Richard Perry Wheeler, and mother, Lenna Mae Wheeler,
of Sallisaw.
Lynelle earned her bachelor’s degree in special education from her always treasured alma
mater, the University of Oklahoma. The pursuit of education was critical so she
subsequently earned her masters from the University of Central Oklahoma and her
doctoral degree from Oklahoma State University.
She was an outstanding educator with true dedication. She was Claremore’s Teacher of
the Year in 1998-99. Lynelle was ever committed to training the next generation of
teachers and administrators in Claremore Public Schools serving as Assistant
Superintendent and in Tulsa Public Schools serving as Director of Certified Personnel.
After her tenure in the public school system, she joined the School of Education at Bacone
College in Muskogee serving an integral role as a coordinator. Her students adored “Dr. B”
and benefited both personally and educationally from her leadership, her concern for their
well-being, and her teaching.

Lynelle was known to her daughters and granddaughters as Zsa Zsa. Beauty, grace, love,
and kindness are the words that embody Lynelle. Above all else, she was a faithful
encourager who helped many to better understand their faith in the Lord and their own
potential to realize their life’s dreams.
She maintained relationships from elementary school throughout her entire life. To those,
and countless others, she was truly a “dear friend”. A close-knit group from Claremore, the
“Ya Ya Sisters,” raised kids, supported each other, and grew in faith together. Her longtime friend, Suzanne Sullivan, was there throughout her treatment serving as a constant
support until her death. Two other dedicated friends near to her heart are Marsha Owen
and Paula Wood.
Our mother was indescribably passionate about living life to the fullest even amid her
stressful treatment. She always taught us to be loving, kind, respectful, open-minded,
humble, generous, and so much more. She was intelligent, very creative, well read on a
variety of topics, and we always looked to her for keen guidance. She was a tried-and-true
Sooner fan for many seasons and rarely missed a game. Many summers and vacations
were spent with family and friends at the beach--mom’s “happy place”. Lynelle was the
most wonderful Zsa Zsa from creating Valentine Teas, interior decorating, preparing
challenging daily lessons for her students at every level, serving as a long-time Sunday
School teacher at First United Methodist Church in Claremore, and guiding her daughters,
granddaughters, and others to achieve the very best in life.
Mom, we love you deeply and will miss your sweet presence here on earth but know we
will see you again in Heaven whole and fully healed with a beautiful big smile on your
face.
A private service of remembrance will be held at First United Methodist Church on Friday,
February 5 at 10:00 a.m. The service will be livestreamed at First United Methodist
Church Facebook page. Flowers may be sent to MMS-Payne Funeral Home, 102 W. 5th
Street, Claremore, OK 74017.
Those who wish to honor Lynelle’s memory may contribute to one of the following:
Claremore Public School Foundation, P.O. Box 575, Claremore, OK 74018
Sallisaw Public Schools, 701 S. JT Stites Blvd., Sallisaw, OK 74955
University of Arkansas for Medical Services - Office of Institutional Advancement, 4301 W.
Markham, #716, Little Rock, AR 72205-7199.

Comments

“

Kory, Kara, Jo Lynne and Rick. What a beautiful service for my beautiful friend.
I was so heartbroken to hear of Lynelle's passing. My last text from her two weeks
ago was a positive message so I was shocked by the loss. I have known Nell since
grade school. She was a faithful friend; kind and joyous are absolutely perfect
descriptions.
I tried to always share a verse with her as we discussed the encouragement of God's
word. She said the two things that endure are .....true friends and the word of God.
I am thankful the word of God lived in her heart. I am thankful she has been my dear
true friend and a part of my life. I am thankful her body is healed and she is restored.
I know she brought a brighter light to heaven. I will miss her.
I will pray for each of you in the coming days.
I send to you my love and prayers.
Dr. Patti King Buxton

Dr. Patti King Buxton - February 05 at 12:13 PM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. She was always a special friend to me. Somehow or
another we ended up with lockers next to each other for two years in high school. I
will always remember her as a kind and sweet person, and even though I had not
seen her for many years, she looks as though she never lost those traits. I will miss
her and hopefully will see her again one day. My prayers are with you today. God
Bless, Frank Acker

Frank Acker - February 04 at 07:21 PM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Lynelle Burrows.

February 03 at 07:47 PM

“

My heart breaks for Lynelle's family. I have prayed for her and her family ever since
her daughters started Team Zsa Zsa. She and I attended school together, from day
1. Always with a smile on her face, her mood easily spread to those around her. I
have not seen her since we graduated, but we had reconnected on FB. She
commented on one of my photos that what she remembered most about me was
always smiling. That's one of the things I remember about her and she was probably
the reason for mine. Gone way too soon, but never forgotten. R.I.P. my dear friend.
Sue Callahan Ruth

Sue Ruth - February 03 at 06:42 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Lynelle Burrows.

February 03 at 05:23 PM

“

Myrna and family purchased the Sweet Tenderness for the family of Lynelle Burrows.

Myrna and family - February 03 at 04:32 PM

“

My heart goes out to you Kory, Kara, Jo Lynne and family. Lynelle was a beautiful
person who touched so many lives through her constant faith and love. You all are
evidence of her beautiful legacy.
Cindy Freeman Loncarich

Cindy Freeman Loncarich - February 03 at 11:38 AM

“

With love, The Fears Family purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of Lynelle Burrows.

With love, The Fears Family - February 03 at 11:14 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss, Kara, Kory and David. I didn't know Lynelle well, but have
memories of teacher conferences and get togethers at First Baptist Christian School
when I taught kindergarten. It is so very difficult to lose such a wonderful mother and
friend. She made this world a better place.
Sara Masters

Sara Masters - February 03 at 10:16 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Lynelle Burrows.

February 03 at 08:40 AM

“

So sorry for the loss lynelle and I went to school together she was always smilling

Nancy Fears griggs - February 02 at 11:38 PM

“

Lynelle was my mentor during my first year teaching, 1978-1979. She was a
talented, caring, and creative teacher. It was very special for me when she attended
my retirement reception in 2017. Kara and Kory, I know that you will miss your
mother terribly. Please continue living your life as a tribute to her.

Connie Connely - February 02 at 11:34 PM

“

Mike and Amiee Jones purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of Lynelle
Burrows.

Mike and Amiee Jones - February 02 at 11:12 PM

“

Oh, I can see that beautiful smile as a high school freshman bouncing into Home
Economics class. When frustrated with sewing mistakes she laughed! Such a
beautiful heart and soul at that young age to achieve educational goals making her
professional life complete.
But her family and friends would be the shining stars of her life. Girls look each
evening and you will see her gazing down on you with that special twinkle in her eye!
God needed a cheerful voice in heaven for you to set your goal of joining her there!
My condolences from her Home Economics teacher of long ago!
Dr. Joann Callahan Martin
San Antonio, TX

Joann Martin - February 02 at 10:47 PM

“

Kara I am so sorry about your mom passing away and I was shocked to see that will
you knew about my mom passing away last year didn't you if you need anything
sweetie you just let me know okay sweetie again I am so sorry about your mom I will
keep you and your family in my prayers love ya sweetie
.

Billy McLane - February 02 at 08:01 PM

“

Janet,Susan and John purchased the Rose Tribute for the family of Lynelle Burrows.

Janet,Susan and John - February 02 at 03:01 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Lynelle Burrows.

February 02 at 02:20 PM

“

Like a second mother, Lynelle was a tremendous leader of our little girl scout troop. I
have many memories of fabulous outings, numerous projects, glamourous campouts,
trips to Georgia and Europe! Her crafting skills were unmatched. Whatever we were
doing together, she led us to be confident in our abilities, to persevere regardless of
the circumstances, to have a growth mindset in all things. I will forever be grateful for
the impact she had in my life. She will be greatly missed. XOXO Kara and Kory!
What a wonderful legacy she instilled in the both of you! You will carry her love on,
no doubt.

Holly Meek - February 02 at 02:07 PM

“

Marsha Owen lit a candle in memory of Lynelle Burrows

Marsha Owen - February 02 at 10:25 AM

“

Sweet Sincerity was purchased for the family of Lynelle Burrows.

February 02 at 10:24 AM

“

Marsha Owen - February 02 at 12:09 AM

“

She was a very special lady. I taught her speech and drama in her Junior and Senior years
at Sallisaw. She was always welling to go the extra mile and dod it with a smile. My
youngest daughter is named for her-Megan Lynelle. They had become friends on
Facebook
About 8 years ago she came to Poteau and served as a judge for me for the Miss Carl
Albert Pageant. Was so glad to get to visit with her. Such a good person gone way too
soon.
Bill Day - February 02 at 12:53 PM

“

Lynelle was my Sunday school teacher, "Genesis Class". It was mostly young adults with
young families. She was definitely a difference maker in my life. We will all miss and grieve
her absence now that she has gone on to perfection with our Lord Jesus. Through her love
of others, including myself...we will be seeing her again. Thank you to all her family for
sharing her with us.
Rick Antle - February 04 at 05:59 PM

“

Jeanne Sorenson Childers lit a candle in memory of Lynelle Burrows

Jeanne Sorenson Childers - February 01 at 10:08 PM

