Claudia Jean Cale
July 24, 1954 - July 19, 2020

Claudia Jean “Jeannie” Cale, 65, passed away peacefully in her sleep surrounded by
those she loved on July 19th after a two-year battle with cancer.
She was born on July 24, 1954 to Don and Wilma Sullivan. She grew up in Sand Springs,
OK and is a graduate and valedictorian of Charles Page High School Class of 1972. She
moved to Tahlequah to attend Northeastern State University where she began her lifelong
journey of teaching and where she met the love of her life, Larry. She graduated in 1976
with her Bachelor’s in Education and they got married shortly after and moved to Sand
Springs before returning to Tahlequah where she and Larry pursued their Master’s Degree
in Counseling. They then continued their careers in Inola and began their family. She
raised two boys, Braden and Brant, and was present at every activity leading the cheering
section.
After a successful teaching and counseling career in Inola, Sand Springs and Claremore,
she decided to change course and became the lead counselor at Thunderbird Youth
Academy where she was able to combine her love of teaching and her innate ability to
connect with and see the potential in young adults whose futures were unknown. She
worked at Thunderbird from December 14, 2007 until her retirement on July 1, 2020.
Jeannie’s interests and talents were many including being an avid reader and member of
her long-time book club and counselor’s club, accomplished writer, connoisseur of good
music, well-known history buff as well as a knack for design, with the uncanny ability to
make any space look beautiful with a few simple touches.
Perhaps her greatest of gifts was her ability to make each person worthy and deserving of
love and you’d be hard-pressed to find anyone whose life wasn’t positively impacted by
her sheer presence.
Jeannie is proceeded in death by her father, Don Sullivan. She is survived by her mother,
Wilma Sullivan, sister, Donna Sehon loving husband, Larry, two sons, Braden and Brant
and surrogate daughter, Carla Martin, and 3 grandchildren, Jackson & Erica (Braden) and
Myra (Brant) and countless other family and friends who knew and loved her dearly.
In lieu of flowers please make a donation to the charity of your choice.
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Comments

“

I think I was in Mrs Cale’s 7th grade class for her 1st year of teaching in Sand
Springs. I will never forget the love and kindness she showed. She even had a party
for me when my family moved away to Texas. (I still remember the gift of stationary
that smelled like strawberries.) She was encouraging me because she knew I was
really sad and upset. I just saw my old report card from her a couple of weeks ago or
so, and I was telling my kids about the amazing 7th grade teacher I had. On the back
of that card, she wrote something like”...I love you, Mrs. Cale.” I love you too, Mrs.
Cale, and have never forgotten you after all these years.
You were a blessing to
me from God.

Lisa Core Aguilar - July 24 at 01:59 PM

“

Happy Birthday to you Jeanie. We all miss you very much, & wish we could have
kept you with us. I wish you could have had a long retirement with Larry like you had
planned for so long, and visited with Brady, Brent, and your grandbabies but no one
wanted you to suffer the way you were so we had to let you go. So, go girl!! You are
free of pain & worries of this world you left behind. I'm sure you have lots to do, &
people to see in Heaven. Hugs all around you, including my mom & dad. Tell them hi
for me Love, DeLois

DeLois McKenney - July 24 at 12:16 PM

“

Jeannie was one of my favorite teachers at Claremore.
Her passion for her students made her classroom a terrific place to be.
Her methods of instruction and her personality made it easy to learn, students
wanted to learn and be better in her class.
She had a presence in the classroom that was unique.
I always looked forward to seeing Mrs. Cale and spending time learning from her.
I was so sad to read of Jeannie's passing.
She was truly a great educator, a great person, and impacted so many lives.
The Cale family should be proud.

Andy Tripp - July 24 at 10:40 AM

“

It was an honor to be Jeannie’s friend and colleague the past 23 years. She was so
professional, kind, generous and truly loved and was both passionate and
compassionate about her life’s work— being an educator— teacher- counselor. I’m
so very grateful for all my fond working memories— we loved working on ZAP and
traveling together to national conferences. Even as she moved to Thunderbird we

remained close and we were able to work together. Our friendship included a lot of
fun gatherings with meaningful talks and discussions. She meant the world to my
children as she lovingly touched their lives. I will miss my dear friend but will cherish
the memories. Her suffering is over and she is in Glory land. Amen.
Phyllis Hess - July 22 at 10:07 PM

“

Jeannie was such a beautiful person inside and out. My heart goes out to you, Larry,
and your entire family. I know you will miss her so very much. Sending love, hugs
and prayers.

Laura Schaub - July 22 at 04:35 PM

“

Mrs. Cale was one of those special teachers that had a positive impact on your life
and helped shape your future. She was tough but fair and prepared students for the
real world. She was so proud of her family and will be truly missed.
Bruce Clifton

Bruce Clifton - July 22 at 02:48 PM

“

Katie Navarro (TRIO) lit a candle in memory of Claudia Jean Cale

Katie Navarro (TRIO) - July 22 at 11:49 AM

“

Elizabeth Gordon lit a candle in memory of Claudia Jean Cale

Elizabeth Gordon - July 22 at 10:41 AM

“

I had the privilege of sitting in on Jeannie Cale’s interview for a history opening at
Claremore High. Her professionalism, wealth of knowledge and passion for teaching
made her an obvious fit for our department. We spent years teaching next door to
each other and truly bonded over developing and co-teaching the AP US History
course. We went to weekend and summer seminars together, even traveling to
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware. It was a great loss when Jeannie eventually chose to
move to the counseling department, but I knew it was one that would benefit even
more CHS students. She truly had a heart for helping students realize their worth and
plan for their future. She loved teaching history, but counseling was her true calling.
We were all sad to see Jeannie leave the CHS family but knew that she would be a
tremendous asset for Thunderbird Academy. I loved hearing Jeannie’s stories about
her family and growing up in Sand Springs as well as her life with Larry, Braden and
Brant. We never got to exchange stories about our grandchildren, but I’m sure those
would be special, too. Jeannie committed her life to helping so many young people
and that is a true accomplishment. Well done, Jeannie Cale, and Rest In Peace.

Jonell Pearson - July 22 at 10:12 AM

“

SAPM Division, ODOT purchased the Dreams From the Heart Bouquet for the family
of Claudia Jean Cale.

SAPM Division, ODOT - July 21 at 04:26 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Sherri Vermeer - July 21 at 01:50 PM

“

As a friend of the family, I have known Jeannie since she was 9 years old. She was a
delightful child as my piano student and became a delightful, wonderful adult. As her
12th grade English teacher, Jeannie was a pleasure to have in class. She was a
lover of learning, very intelligent and hardworking with no task that was too much for
her. Jeannie's many accomplishments are no surprise. I am so proud of her and
proud that she was a fellow teacher. When I first learned of her illness, I sent her a
card and a personal note. The card said, "You are in my mind and heart." That will
always be true. Of course, Jeannie made my day when she responded with a
personal note that I will always cherish. I am so thankful that we were able to
communicate before the end. I am grateful that she was a very important part of my
life.
Sherry Morgan AKA Mrs. Morgan

Sherry Morgan - July 21 at 12:36 PM

“

Mrs. Cale was an inspiring and amazing teacher. Her quick wit and obvious love for
teaching and her students will not be forgotten. (And Braden was an adorable ring
bearer). Sending prayers and love for your family.

Penny Wilbourn - July 21 at 12:07 AM

“

Ginger Becker lit a candle in memory of Claudia Jean Cale

Ginger Becker - July 20 at 11:34 PM

“

Before her and Larry were married, Holly and I were with them in a car and He was
about to hit someone and she said watch out sweet heart. I could tell she loved him a
lot.

Ginger Becker - July 20 at 11:04 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Claudia Jean Cale.

July 20 at 10:14 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Claudia Jean Cale.

July 20 at 08:51 PM

“

Mrs Cale was a wonderful teacher and class sponsor. Prayers for Mr Cale and family.

Mickey and Kelly Martin - July 20 at 08:38 PM

“

I am shocked and saddened by this news and want to extend my condolences to the
Cale family. Jeannie always had a smile and I enjoyed being on the staff at Inola HS
with both she and Larry. Janet Spurlock

Janet Spurlock - July 20 at 08:13 PM

“

This is by far the saddest time in my life right now Mrs Cale was truly the best thing
that ever happened to me she becoming my history teacher was a blessing she
however became a life long friend mentor and a mother to me and the rest is
history!!!!!! I love u mommy //////// your daughter Carla

carla martin - July 20 at 07:47 PM

“

Jeannie Cale was grand in every way. For anyone who was her friend, she made us
better. I will miss her terribly. Love and condolences to her family.

MB Lykins - July 20 at 05:33 PM

“

I worked with Jeannie at Thunderbird and she was such a positive person where in
many instances would be very difficult. She was a delight to be around and we
worked very well together. After I retired we would meet for lunch along with Vicki
and would have a wonderful time. She will be a huge loss to me and anyone who
knew her.
Phyllis Coates

Phyllis Coates - July 20 at 05:21 PM

“

Mrs. Cale was one of my favorite teachers. She made learning history fun. I
remember she was always trying to make sure everyone always had a date for the
prom. Inola Class of 1981!

Pamela Dollar Swift - July 20 at 05:18 PM

“

I was truly inspired by her teaching. Sorry for the great loss shes with our lord

Randy Baldridge - July 20 at 04:54 PM

“

Summer of 68 or 69 my parents, Bill & Betty Welch took Jeannie & myself to San
Antonio on vacation. Mickie Mantel & his family were staying at the same hotel.
Mickie left his. Coke can at the pool & Jeannie grabbed it. I'm sure Larry wondered
why she came with an empty coke can! Fly high friend, we will meet again. Love and
prayers to the Cale family.

Vicky Putman - July 20 at 03:41 PM

“

Larry/Kathy Daily lit a candle in memory of Claudia Jean Cale

Larry/Kathy Daily - July 20 at 03:21 PM

“

Larry, we are in shock and had no idea Jeanie was ill! Some of our best memories
were working with both of you in Inola!! Larry and I send our love and prayers for
your family!!

Larry/Kathy Daily - July 20 at 03:20 PM

“
“
“

Sorry for your loss. Praying for your family. We had good times at INOLA.
Larry Grigg - July 20 at 06:58 PM

She was a fantastic, engaging teacher.
Sarah (Craft) Woodard - July 20 at 09:11 PM

Jeanie, you were such a special baby even at birth. I was just a teen myself, but I was in
love. We lived behind Don & Wilma when you were born. I loved kids & your mom was very
unsure of how she would do with a naked baby. It being summer, I was always right there
ready to grab you. I was one of the first to hold you, after your mom & dad, of course. You
were my little girl from there on. I had to give a little when school started, but I was on my
way to your house if Wilma wasn't already there at my house ready for me to take over for
awhile. After Donna Lee came along Wilma was ready to go to work, which would mean
mom & I would baby sit all the time. Yes, this is where you learned to love Mom's Tuna fish
sandwiches, deviled eggs. waffles, we baked a lot & you loved that. Our families did
everything together. Christmas party every year, & Hoerner Box Christmas party, popcorn
ball making for Halloween. All these memories will stay in my heart forever. I have always
loved my busy happy life until this year. Love you Jeanie, you will always be my first child.
Hug my Mom & daddy for me. Love DeLois
DeLois McKenney - July 21 at 09:39 PM

“

Larry, my heart goes out to you & the boys on this day. I know your heart is heavy, but just
think how much Jeanie loved you for 46 years. You were very blessed. Keep in touch & let
me know how Wilma is. Thank you for keeping me in the loop. DeLois
DeLois McKenney - July 24 at 12:45 PM

