Tommie Graham
October 22, 1937 - April 4, 2019

Service for Tommie Graham will be 2:00 P.M., Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at Memorial Heights
Baptist Church; burial will follow at Woodlawn Cemetery. Friends may visit at the funeral
home on Monday, April 8 from 1pm-8pm, with family receiving visitors from 6pm8pm. Tommie passed away on Thursday, April 4, 2019. She was 81.
Born October 22, 1937 in Claremore, Oklahoma to Luther and Lorene (Girdner)
Hendrickson, Tommie attended school in Catoosa, where she graduated with the class of
1956. She married her high school sweetheart, Olan Lee Graham, on May 18, 1956 and
the couple made their home in Broken Arrow. The same year that Olan began teaching in
Bristow, he and Tommie bought her father's grocery store on the west side of Claremore,
and together they operated Graham Grocery.
Tommie studied education at Northeastern State, and when she finished her degree she
began teaching 4th grade at Sequoyah Schools. Later she became the school's librarian
until her retirement in 1995. Tommie was not one to stay idle, so she worked for a time
with Reeds Department Store. Her calling, you might say, was working for Rice Funeral
Home, where she greeted families with a warm and comforting embrace during
visitations.
There were so many sides to Tommie Graham. She was the supportive wife of a school
superintendent, loving and caring mother to her daughters and granddaughters, and a
wonderful friend to many. Tommie was a faithful member of Memorial Heights Baptist
Church, she volunteered many hours at the Claremore hospital auxiliary, and was involved
with the OSU Home Extension. Tommie was very involved with her community, but what
brought her the most joy was being with her family. She rarely missed any activity her
granddaughters participated in, and traveled many places to cheer them on. She was a
great baker and even entered her pies in the local fair, winning several ribbons.
Tommie leaves behind her daughters, Debbie Weber and husband John of Broken
Arrow, and Lynse Robinson and husband Charlie of Claremore; her beloved
granddaughters Leslie Weber of Oklahoma City, and Carly Robinson of Stillwater; her
sister June Purdom, also of Claremore, and several nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her parents, husband Olan, sister Jean DiCandeloro and
brother Roy Hendrickson.

Cemetery

Events

Woodlawn Cemetery APR
310 S. Nome

8

Claremore, OK, 74017

Visitation

01:00PM - 08:00PM

MMS-Payne Funeral Home
102 West 5th Street, Claremore, OK, US, 74017

APR
8

Family will greet friends 06:00PM - 08:00PM
MMS-Payne Funeral Home
102 West 5th Street, Claremore, OK, US, 74017

APR
9

Funeral Service

02:00PM

Memorial Heights Baptist Church
1500 W. Will Rogers Blvd., Claremore, OK, US, 74017

Comments

“

Tommie was a beautiful, gracious lady that was loved and will be missed by many! To
Lynse, Debbie and family just know how much I loved your Mom and Dad. I actually
started at Sequoyah when Olan started as Superintendent and your Mom was
teaching and then Elementary Librarian. I loved and respected both of them so
much! They were always together and now they will have that blessed reunion in
heaven!

Paula Crew - April 09, 2019 at 03:08 PM

“

Paula Crew lit a candle in memory of Tommie Graham

Paula Crew - April 09, 2019 at 02:44 PM

“

Tommie was a beautiful, gracious lady that was loved and will be missed by many! To
Lynse, Debbie and family just know how much I loved your Mom and Dad. I actually started
at Sequoyah when Olan started as Superintendent and your Mom was teaching and then
Elementary Librarian. I loved and respected both of them so much! They were always
together and now they will have that blessed reunion in heaven!
Paula - April 09, 2019 at 03:01 PM

“

I remember in high school I worked in Mr. Graham’s office before lunch. Everyday he
would go and have lunch with Tommie. I admired their love and respect for each
other. Tommie was such an eloquent lady that carried herself with confidence and
pride. A true role model.

Carla Kellehan Smyrhe - April 09, 2019 at 02:44 PM

“

When I think of your mom, I always smile. She and Mr. Graham were such wonderful
influences in my life as a young teacher. Her kind, sweet spirit always made her a
pleasure to encounter. I ran into her a few times in the past few years, and it was
always the same - a kind word, smile, and questions about family. She will be missed
in this world, but will surely be a light in heaven. Prayers of comfort for your family.
Terri Owens

Terri Owens - April 09, 2019 at 01:56 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Tommie Graham.

April 08, 2019 at 04:21 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Tommie Graham.

April 08, 2019 at 02:48 PM

“

Thinking of you, Debbie, and the rest of the family. A sweet lady and some good
memories growing up with the Graham family as part of those memories. God got
another sweet angel!

Cheryl Teague - April 08, 2019 at 02:02 PM

“

Cheryl Teague lit a candle in memory of Tommie Graham

Cheryl Teague - April 08, 2019 at 02:02 PM

“

I only knew Tommie for a short time I met her at our Chambers ladies group. We
celebrated our Thanksgiving luncheon ( meeting) and our Christmas (luncheon)
meeting every year at her home her home was decorated for each Holiday. She was
always so gracious.You could see the joy in her face as she greeted all her guest.I
got to know her I will miss her.

Julia Atkinson - April 07, 2019 at 07:09 PM

“

Tommie was a beautiful gracious lady! I had so much love and respect for both Olan and
Tommie. You always seen them together, once again they will be together in heaven! So
happy thoughts for this reunion.
Paula Crew - April 09, 2019 at 02:31 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Tommies passing. I loved this lady, my heart goes out to all of
you. It does make me happy to think of her once again with Olan. Precious, Precious
people.

Carolyn Gilmore - April 06, 2019 at 09:41 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Tommie Graham.

April 05, 2019 at 06:04 PM

